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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. [El The allowed claim(s) is/are 23 and 27-35 . 

3. 'H The drawings filed oni c|^p3 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kenneth Joung on September 3, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 23, line 4, "90%" was amended to -95%--. 
Claim 26 has been canceled. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
earliest filing date for SEQ ID NO:29 encoding SEQ ID NO:30 is July 6, 2001. The prior 
art teaches a sequence having 94.1% (WO2003000898 (N)), 93.9% (WO200179516 
(O)), and 93.8% (WO200009706 (P)) sequence identity with Applicant's SEQ ID NO:30. 
A copy of the PCT documents will not be sent to Applicant, as the Office believes the 
attached sequence search results from database N_Geneseq will provide Applicant 
more useful percent sequence identity information. Because the prior art does not 
teach or fairly suggest a sequence having 95% sequence identity with Applicant's 
claimed sequence at the amino acid level, the claimed invention is free of the prior art. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong T. Bui whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0793. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amy Nelson can be reached on 571-272-0804. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I ) A n r 



Phuong T. Bui 
Primary Exami 
Art Unit 1638 
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